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Rer. HENRY DAWSON. 
r 
O ME few days ago, a friend put into my 
8 hands a ſmall publication of your's, en- 
titled, A ſhort Eſay on Revelation 1, 10. 
ſbewing the Lord's day means the real and perpetual 
Sabbath, From this information of the intent of 
your pamphlet, I expected, in the peruſal of it, 
to meet with ſuch arguments, as would infallibly 
aſcertain the day of the week, which ought to be 
oblerved by Chriſtians, as the Sabbath or Lord's 
day, I need not tell you that I was diſappointed: 
you muſt be conſcious, that you have not ed 
to produce any arguments divine 'or human, by 
which the matter might be determined. | 
I am told, that you differ from the common 
cuſtom of the Chriſtian world in the obſervance 
of the time for celebrating the Lord's day: in- 
ſtead of commencing in che morning and finiſh 
ing at the night of Sunday, you, like the Jews, 
reckon the duration of the Sabbath from the 
evening of Friday to the evening of the next day, 
or Saturday: and I hear that in your preaching 
and private viſiting, you are exceedingly — 
in exhorting your auditors to conform to your 
example in this particular. Had you ſtopped 
here, you would have prevented the trouble of 
this addreſs. Not content with making proſe- 
tes by your diſcourſes from the pulpit, and by 
A 2 7 your 


14 þ 


-_ private gan you have recourſe to 
reſs, that, by 'means thereof, the whole body 
-hriſtians may be convinced in what a danger. 

— error they and all their predeceſſors, back to 

the time of the reſurrection of Chriſt, have been, 

for keeping Sunday, as the Lord's day. 

As the purport of your publication, was, no 
doubt, to rectify, what, at leaſt, appears to you, 
an erroneous cuſtom, it ſurely behoved you as 4 
reformer, to have demonſtrated that the prevail. 
ing practice among Chriſtians is not the ſame as 
that of the apoſtles and their ſucceſſors in the 
earlieſt age of the church; but this you have en- 
tirely omitted, though the plan on which you 
were to proceed, was, 

iſt. To ſhew the erroneouſneſs of the general opi- 
nion; and, 

. 2dly. To prove and eſtabliſh, (what appeared to 

you to be) the truth. 

You have not mentioned a Gngle circumſtance 
to make the former apparent, nor cited one evi- 
dence to ſupport the latter ;—but have dealt only 
in denunciations, threatening all Chriſtians, who 
obſerve Sunday as the Lord's day, that, for this 
e they are expoſed to the wrath of an infinitely 
holy God, and the ſulphureous power of a fiery 
* law,” Before you had ventured to uſe ſuch harſh 
expreſſions, you ſhould have been well aſſured 
that you had found out wiſdom; that you were anc 
not miſtaken; that the knowledge of the will of 
the Moſt High in this matter was with you and 
hid from your brethren ; © leſt with theſe thun. 
s derings and lies you ſhould make the heart of 
& the righteous ſad, whom the Lord would not 
40 have made ſad; and left you ſhould ſtrengrhen 
« the hands of the wicked, that he ſhould not 
< return from his wicked Way, by promiſing him 
&. lite.” Ezck, xii. 1 * 
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133 
What I have to offer againſt your novel opi- | 
nion, 1 ſhall lay before you in a fpirit of meek- 
neſs and kindneſs; taking the word of God f 
my directory, with a fincere deſire to correc 
your judgment, to convince your underſtanding; 
and to lead you into the truth; that you may nog 
henceforth diſturb the peace of the church by 
cauſeleſs ſchifms, nor in this matter be any longer 
« 2 blind leader of the blind.” 0 
You introduce your ſubject by ſaying, It is 
« well known any ſuperſtructure deſtitute of a 
proper foundation is very weak, will ſoon 
e rotter, and mult finally fall.” To evince to 
you how © deſtitute of a proper foundation”. your 
notion, reſpecting the preciſe day for celebrating 
the Sabbath, is, I have only to reply to you in 
your own words. © They that plead for” Satur- 
day “ muſt acknowledge, in order to prove it, 
« they are bound to produce a teſtimony . of 
«* Jehovah, wherein he has laid a foundation for 
* THAT day's being called emphatically the 
Lord's day; which I preſume they cannot, and 
* conſequently err in the ſaid ſuperſtructure, .be- 
* ing deſtitute of a divine ſupport as a founda- 
„tion to preferve it.” You can produce no 
teſtimony from the Holy Scriptures, wherein a 
foundation is laid for Saturday's being called the 
Lord's day; therefore upon your own method of 
reaſoning, and by your own wordsyou are confuted, 
and prove yourſelf to be a mere Babel builder. 
You ſet out with a miſtake, which, had you 
been aware of, might have prevented your ſchiſm. 
The people in this country, Quakers excepted, 
do not diſtinguiſh the days of the week by ordinal 
numbers, after the manner of the Jews, as the 
firſt day, the ſecond day, &c. but by certain ap- 
pellations given to them by their anceſtors, the 
Saxons, from whom the cuſtom is derived and 
A 3 - continued, 
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continued. To call the Lord's day the f:/t day; 
and reckoning on, to the ſeyenth, is not the 
"mode, or manner of diſtinguiſhing the days of 
the week in this country, or in Europe; any more 
than it is the cuſtom to compute the length of 2 
day from evening to evening: ſo, for any thing, 
that you can ſhew to the contrary, Sunday may 
be the ſecond, or fifth, or ſeventh, as well as, ac- 
cording to your apprehenſion, it is the firſt, in 
order from the creation. You ſhould, therefore, 
have proved, or efſayed to prove, that Sunday is 
not the ſeventh, but the firſt day of the week in 
rotation from the beginning: then, had you ſuc- 
ceeded, I would have joined you in acknowledg- 
ing that all Chriftians, but Sabbatarians, or 
Seventh-day men, are tranſgreſſors of the letter 
and ſpirit of the fourth commandment. 

Probably, you are ready to urge the expreſſi- 
ons of the writers of the New Teſtament in yout 
favor, and to reaſon thus. The evangeliſts tell 
us that Chriſt roſe from the dead on the firft day 
of the week: Sunday is kept in memorial of that 
wonderful fact: therefore Sunday is the firſt day 
of the week. This is jumping to a concluſion, 
What week did the evangeliſts mean? A week 
the days of which were diſtinguiſhed in the ſame 
manner by all nations in the world? No, in no 
wiſe. They meant the Jewiſh week; the pecu- 
liar method of computing time obſerved by that 
people. The writers of the New Teſtament wert 
Jews, they wrote primarily for the inſtruction of 
Jews, and of neceſſity were to ſpeak and write 
agreeable to the cuſtoms of that country of which 
they were natives. Alledging that Chriſt roſe 
on the firſt day of the Jewiſh week, does not 
prove that Sunday, though it be obſerved” by 
Chriſtians in memorial of Chriſt's reſurrection, 5 
the firſt, nor that Saturday, though immediate! 
EY preceeding 
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preceeding is the ſeventh day of the week in revo- 
lution from the commencement of time. So that 
this argument from the New Teſtament, if you 
were to borrow it, would not ſupport your cauſe 
in the leaſt. | 41 þ | 

Ic will be readily, granted, that in our religious 
cuſtoms, : we. cannot do better than to follow the 
exampleof the apoſtles and firſt converts toChriſti- 
anity. I have been peruſing their hiſtory as writ- 
ten by Luke. I/ find no mention af their aſſembling 
for worſhipping Chriſt, on the Jewiſn Sabbath; but 
do find that they had holy © conyocations,” 1, e. 
believers aſſembled for the purpoſe of prayer, of 
hearing the word, of praiſe, of breaking bread in 
commemoration of their redemption through a 
crucified and riſen Savior, on the fr/t day of the 
Jewiſh week, which you allow anſwers to our Sun- 


. day. See Acts ii. 1. Xx. 7. If this was the practice 
ut of the firſt Chriſtians, if the church, in all ages from 
ell their time, has aſſembled for the ſame purpoſes, 
ay are not you, liable to Chriſtian cenſure, 25 endea- 


voring to ſeduce men from following the example 
of the apoſtles, whom our Lord was pleaſed to ap- 


on. oint to be patterns to all ſucceeding generations? 
eek You 1 to receiye the ſcriptures of the 
me Ne Teſtament for your guide in faith and prac- 


ice: I have no reaſon to doubt your ſincerity 
ecu- ecrein; as to your preſent miſtake I am willing 
0 believe, that it ariſes from want of information, 
were nd from zeal that is not according to knowledge; 
but as the law and the teſtimony, the written word 
write f God is the balance of the ſanctuary, in which 
eligious matters are to be weighed, and finally 
role Netermined: permit me to afk, Do you believe that 
s not be apoſtles kept the Lord's day, on that, which, 
mong us, is called Saturday? If you do, what 
6 1prure proof can you produce for this article of 
ſiatel Moor faith? If you cannot produce any; then what 
n e Icripture 
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ſcripture authorizes you to diſſent from the cuſtom 


with you to prove when it was altered from 82. 


Proteſtant liberty? If, according to your opinion, 


warned, leſt the ſharp rebukes of the apoſtle uf 
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prevailing among Chriſtians? If you have no ex. 
preſs warrant from the word of God, will eccleſi 
aſtic hiſtory furniſn you with the leaſt pretence 
for your diſſention? If the church, from time im- 
memorial, (as is generally believed) has obſerved 
the Lord's day on what is called Sunday; it remains 


turday. | 

Can you ſhew that this alteration took place, 
while any of the apoſtles were living? In the reign 
of Conſtantine, the firſt Chriſtian emperor? Durin 
the ſupremacy of any Pope? Or in any period k 


the apoſtles, after the reſurrection of their Lord, 
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obſerved the Saturday as the Chriſtian Sabbath, 
there muſt have been a time, when the preſent 
univerſally prevailing cuſtom took place. Trani- 
ferring the obſervance of the Lord's day from & 
turday to Sunday, and that it ſhould be complied 
with by the whole body of Chriſtians, muſt, al C 
ſuredly, be a noted epoch, and if there has bet th 
ſuch a change, it cannot be difficult to refer to i.— 
| wh ſince there is no record of ſuch a transfer ha. cr 
g been made, it amounts, almoſt, to a pofini « 
proof that this ſingularity of your'sis condemnable. iſ © 
Yourattempris, Ifear, a ſpecies of the folly, and 
contrariety to the truth, of ſome of the Galatian rec 
teachers, mentioned by the apoſtle Paul. Likethem ly anc 
you perſuade Chriſtians to judaize a little, © Une cal 


« ye keep the Jewiſh Sabbath, ye cannot be ſaved. Bi © ! 
By their miſconduct may you and your hearers* 


as. applicable to you as they were to them. 
Having noted ſome what of the futility of yo 

Eſſay, and how expoſed you are to reprehenſion 

J proceed to ſhew my opinion concerning the di 

of the week for celebrating the Lord's 12 1 
| en 
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I entirely agree with you that © the ſeventh 
« day is the Sabbath; and that the ſeventh day 
Sabbath is the Lord's day. But I do not agree 
with you that the cn Jews keep, what you 
call, the perpetual Sabbath; — and l abſolutely deny 
that Saturday is the feventh day in rotation from 
the beginning; — but I aſſert that Sunpay is the 
SEVENTH day in revolution from the creation of 
the world. ; ie 

If theſe propoſitions can be, incontrovertibly, 
proved, then you, as an honeft man, will be 
under the obligation of confeſſing your miſtake ; 
as a Chriſtian of renouncing your prefent hereſy ; 
and as a miniſter, of being ſolicitous to bring 
back the Lord's ſheep, whom you have led 
aſtray : or, all that artillery from the law, which 
you have pointed at your brethren, will be turned 
and diſcharged againſt yourſelf. 


There are three notable Sabbaths, Reſts, or 
Ceſſations of God from his work, mentioned in 
the holy ſcriptures. 3 | 

iſt, God's reſting, or ceaſing from the work of 
creation, Gen. ii. 2. On the ſeventh day God 
ended his work, which he had made; and he 
< reſted on the ſeyenth day from all his work.” 

2d, God reſting, having finiſhed the work of 
redeeming Iſrael from their bondage in Egypt, 
and cauſing them to inherit the land of Canaan 
called his reſt in Pſalm rig It. * Unto whom I 
ſware in my wrath, that they ſhould not enter 
into my reſt,” | 

3d, The reſt from the work of redeemi 
| God's elect from ſpiritual bondage, when Chri 

role from the dead and aſcended into heaven, 
called his reſt. Heb. iv. 10. He that has entered 
* 1nto his reſt, he alfo hath ceaſed from his own 
& works as God did from his... Kg 


| [ 10 J 
Of each of theſe we ſhall find there has been 
a commemorative Sabbath, appointed. of God to 
mankind, and obſerved by them. 764 


1ſt. The weekly Sabbath, or the ſeventh day Ec 
from the creation, and every ſeventh day from 
that in ſucceſſion, was ordained to be obſerved by 
men in memorial of God's refting from the work 
of creation, Gen. ii. 3. God bleſſed the ſeventh 
« day and ſanctified it.” Ex. xx. 11. © In fi 
« days the Lord made heaven and earth, the ſea 
& and all that in them is, and reſted the ſeventh 
« day; wherefore the Lord bleſſed the ſeventh 


* Gay and hallowed it.” As ſuch a memorial it ak 
continued to be obſerved by Adam, his family, i 
and through the time of the patriarchs: and it was, 4 
no doubt, a ſign of the new creation purpoſed in | 
Chrift Jeſus; and conſequently alſo of an eternal Ty 
Sabbath, reſt, and fulneſs of joy in the preſence n 


of God, remaining for his choſen people. {tl 


2dly. The Sabbath appointed for a memorial d 
of God's delivering Iſrael from Egypt. That the 2, 
redemption of the world from fin and death to 
righteouſneſs and eternal life, was the purpoſe o e. 
God from eternity, none can doubt, who reads an 
and btlieves the epiſtle of Paul to the Epheſians, 
Till the means (the coming of Meſſiah, and the 
fulfilment of his covenant engagements) were ma- ma 
nifeſted for the accompliſhment of that eternal pur. 
poſe; God was pleaſed to reveal his will to his 
people by his dealings with them in zempord 
things: ſo by the decree and providence of Goc, 
the twelve tribes, the type of the family. and 
houſehold of faith, ſojourned in Egypt, in grie'- 
ous bondage under Pharoah. At the appointed 

time the power of God was diſplayed in redeem- 
ing this people from thence; and that day, 17 
. ” 0 
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God wrought this mighty deliverance, was com- 
manded to be had in continual-remembrance 'by 
them and their deſcendants. Ex, xiii. 3, 3, 10. 
« Remember this day, in which ye came out of 
« Egypt, out of the houſe of bondage; for by 
« ſtrength of hand the Lord brought you out of 
this pace. And it ſhall be when the Lord ſhall 
« bring thee into the land, which he ſware unt6 
« thy tathers to give thee, that thou ſhalt keep 
« this ſervice. And thou ſhalt ſhew thy fon in 
« that day, ſaying, This is done becauſe of that 
« bib the Lord did unto me when I came forth 
« out of Egypt. Thou ſhalt therefore keep this 
« ordinance in its ſeaſon from year to year. Ex. 
xi. 41, 42. And ĩt came to pals at the end of four 
hundred and thirty years, even the ſelf fame day 
© it came to pals, that all the hoſts of the LORD 
vent out from the land of Egypt. It is a night 
much to be obſerved unto the Lord for bringing 
them out of the land of Egypt: THIS is that 
* night of the Lord to be obſerved of all the chil- 
* dren of Iſtael in their generations.” Deut. v. 
12, 15, * Keep the Sabbath day to ſanctify it, as 
the Lord thy God hath commanded thee. And 
remember that thou wert a ſervant in Egypt, 
* and the Lord thy God brought thee our thence, 
through a mighty hand, and by a ſtretched our 


a im, THEREFORE the Lord thy God com- 
— manded thee to keep the Sabbath.“ 

Pl. 3dly. The Sabbath ordained for a memorial of 
0 accompliſhment of the purpoſe of God in the 
God, demption of the ele&t, Jew and Gentile, from 
and e bondage of fin and death by the reſurrection 
rie Jeſus Chriſt. This has been obſerved by the 


üithful, as the former was, annually at Eaſter, 
Neu 6 weekly on a Sunday from that time to this: 
fre needed no new commandment ro be given 


God the obſcrvance of this, becauſe the precept for 
the 
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mer two. Believers on the Lord's day celebrate 


that thenceforward they ſhould Account jt til 


„ 
the type had reſpect to the anti-type. The Chrif. 


tian Sabbath comprizes the memorials of the for. 


the praiſes of their God, a Trinity of Perſons 
in one divine eſſence, for the work of creation 
in nature and grace. They aſſemble to confej 
ſalvation and aſcribe their ſpiritual redemptio 
from the captivity of fin here, and the eternd 
redemption of body and ſoul from death, to the 
mighty power, free grace, and unmerited love af 
their covenant God: they keep the day to the 
Lord, an earneſt of that Sabbatiſm into which 
Jeſus as their forerunner has entered; and they 
now reſt in the full aſſurance of hope that when 
He is, they ſhall eternally be. 
The remembrance of the day, when God te 
deemed the Iſraelites from Egypt, was to be key 
in the minds of that people and their offspring 
by their compliance with the appointed ordinanc 
of killing and eating the paſſover Lamb, at th 
annual return of that day, which ordinance ws 
firſt obſerved on the day they went out of Egypt 
This period, the Exodus, and ſome particula 
circumſtances relating thereto, which are recor 
ed by Moſes, will furniſh us with ſufficient dan 
I think, to determine whether Sunday be the jj 
or the ſeventh day of the week in revolution tro 
the beginning: if it be the /eventh ; then the g 
neral body of Chriſtians, are in this reſpect, 0 
ſervers,. while ſeyenth-day men, as they are calle 
are tranſgreſſors of the fourth commandment. 
The time of the year, when the people“ 
Iſrael went out of Egypt, was, as we read in ii 
book of Exodus, in the ſeventh month cut 
from the creation: Ex. Xxill. 16. and xxAV. A 
but though it were the ſeventh, God, for wile en 
was pleaſed to command an alteration, ordallll 
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them out of Egypt, and this day, SaTuRRA 
they were ever to obſerve unto the Lord throug 
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ec bath.“ Mark xv. 42. Which preparation dy; 
that year was on a Friday; as we know that he 
aroſe on the firſt day of the Jewiſh week, on: 
Sunday; and as that Sabbath was in courſe fron 
the Exodus, we may conſtrüct a table which x 
ene view will repreſent to us every day of the 
week in which the people of Iſrael journeyed ou 
of Egypt, and it will ſtand thus: 


' The VII. or the Iſt month. 


Days of the month. Pays of unleavened bread 


On the 1 1s ms 4 began wes anſi ering to 1ſt, 
16 — — , — , — — — — 2 
Le 3 
18 — — — — — — — 4 
11 


20 In the evening they paſſed the! 6 
Red Sea — — — 
the | Satur 
day Sabbat. 
22 The morrow after the Sabbath, or iſt day of th 
Jewiſk week, or a Sunday, | 


e ws to Lets, 


From this, table it appears, as it does fron 
Exod. xii. 17. that they began their journey a 
that day which was coincident. with the firſt di 
of unleavened bread ;. that week was complett 
on the 21ſt day of the month. By caſting it 
eye upward and naming the numerals by it 
common appellations, the 15th will be found 
anſwer to Sunday. The day preceeding, or the 
14th, was on, what we call Saturday, IIS 
the day of the week in which God broug! 


out their generations; not only annually accord 
to the day of the month, but weekly alſo in ® 
ſucceſſion of the day. By the ordinance appom 
for the feaſt of unltavened bread, the fr © 


1 
of which; was on the 15th, the Saturday became 
che ſeventh of their Week, and conſequently their 
Sabbath. As ſuch it continued till 'the offering 
of Chriſt, and is obſerved by the Jews to this time. 
Here, I beg leave to aſk, Is not an alteration of 
the day of the week for the Sabbath to the Jews as 
efceivable, as it is certain from the expreſs word 
of God that there was an alteration of computing 
the months of the year? Exod xii. 2. This ac- 
knowledged determines the point. 

By inſpecting the table, comparing the two co- 
lumns together, and numbering each downward 
or aſſigning the common names of the days of the 
W week to each, we ſhall perceive that the ſecond 
column 1s one day more forward in the week than 
the other. Say the 15th was Sunday, or a Sab- 
bath, add 7, the 22d will be Sunday or the ſeventh 
day in revolution. Look at the tecond column, 
Call the 1ſt. Sunday. 

2d. Monday. 

3d. Tueſday. 

4th. Wedneſday. 

Sth. Thurſday. 

6th. Friday. 

7th. Saturday. 
The week is completed: but one day forward, 
r ſooner. And this was really the caſe at the 
xodus: they went out on a Saturday, it was the 
th day of the week; but God for a memorial'of 
ls delivering Iſrael on that day commanded them 
d keep it a Sabbath: that day and the return of 
in the ſucceſſion of a ſeptimana, preceeded the 
atriarchal Sabbath, which was in revolution from 
e creation, one whole day: therefore this moſt 
fallibly demonſtrates that our Sunday is anſwer- 
le to, or the ſame as the PATRIARCHAL SAB- 
TH, and conſequently the SEVENTH day in ſuc- 


ppo on from the beginning of the world, ic 


firſt G 


1 16 


If we enlarge the table, by completing the 
month, and continue it by adding the ſucceeding, 
appointed to be called the ſecond month, we 
ſhall find the days of the week on which the 
manna was rained, and on which it ceaſed, this 
alſo will determine the day of the week, on which 

the Jews were to keep their Sabbath, 

VII or firſt Month. 
1 an original Sabbath. 


an original Sabbath, 


VB eow Nen 


10 


14 
I 5 original Sabbath or 1ſt of un 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 y the firſt Jewiſh Saba 
22 original Sabbath or aſt day of the Jewiſh week 
23 2 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 original Sabbath 
+ 


leavened bread 


* 


camp WH 


Ao 


9 >, 


** ] 


IId Month. 

1 nee 
2 4 

5 , 
6 L 
5 7 Jewiſh Sabbath 
6 original Sabbath 1ſt 
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15 Exod, xvi. 1 3 Quails in the evening 
16 4 Manna | 
17 | 5 Ditto | 
18 6 Ditto a double quantity 
4 original Sabbath xt, Manna 
21 2 Ditto 
22 8 Ditto 
* 4 Ditto 
24 s Ditto bod 
25 6 Dittoadoublequantity 
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27 original Sabbath g iſt 
28 2 


22 Antai, | 28 

i is a query, whether the Jews obſerved a Sab- 
bath after their departure from Egypt, till the 
manna was rained; If it be aſked, why they neg- 


mm, 


* The moon completes her revolution round the earth in 29 2 
days. Making one month to conſiſt of 30 days, and the ſuc- 
ceeding of 29 brings the days ta agree with the true time ; 
lbis method the Jews obſerve in their kalendars, #9 AM 3685. 


lected. 
J, 1 of 1h Es. in 
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venth day men do, that the Lord of the Sabbath 


ing moſt evidently proved, that the day which tie] 


the Lord changed and ordained to he account 
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lected the obſervance of that day? The beſt rez. 
ſon, which I have to offer is, becauſe they were te. 
bellious againſt God and his ſervant Moſes. They 
had not been accuſtomed to keep the Sabbath cn 
the ſixth day of the week, and they would not be. 
lieve that God had given any ſuch command to 
Moſes to deliver to them. They thought as ſe. 


had not a right to appoint what day he plcaſed in 
which his creatures ſhould commemorate his 
dneſs and mercy. 

There is a great ſimilarity in the filence of the 
ſcriptures of the Old and New Teſtament reſpe8- 
ing the alteration of the patriarchal Sabbath to 
the Jewiſh; and of the Jewiſh to the Chriſtian, yet 
there is ſufficient record to convince every cn: 
that ſuch alterations have been made. 

That the Iſraelites murmured againſt Moſes and 
Aaron, and would not fubmit to keep the ney 
inſtituted Sabbath, till the Lord was pleaſed to 
convince them of his will, by working a double 
miracle, giving them a double quantity of mann 


enu 
on the ſixth, and not any on the new appointed cur 
Sabbath, appears, I think, from Exod. xvi 4 yea 
* Behold ſaid the Lord, 1 will rain bread from ten 
„heaven for you z and the people ſhall go ut BY |, 
“ and gather a certain rate every day; bat Ing .. l 
«* prove them whether they will walk iu u , Sun 
& or no.“ | | 
"— 0 8 > leled 
It is certain from this:time, the raining mana . th 


that the people of Iſrael and their deſcendents 
the Jews have obſerved the ſeventh day in ſucces 
ſion as their Sabbath: and it is equally certain, BY « th. 


Tops; poocedadchepeuinecal. or grigins Sabbath 
- | 


As indiſputably as the ſeverith month cut 
rent from the creation was by the command 


the 
n 8 *. 
A 
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1 19 1 
the firſt month: ſo likewiſe the original sz VH 
pay of the week came to be accounted the FIRST, 
and vice verſa, that month which from the time of 
the Exodus, they called the firſt, was the original 
ſeventh month; and, that day of the week which 
they named the FIRST was the original s&vExTR 
DAY. 

That you may not. be apprehenſive what I 
have advanced 1s a mere opinion of my own, 
J will ſubjoin, by way of authority, the ſentiments 
of two or three very reſpectable men in the li- 
terary world. Firſt, tbe Rev. Arthur Bedford, 
Author of the Scripture Chronology demonſtrated by 
22 Obſervations. This Gentleman, in a 
ſmall Tract, publiſhed under the title of Horæ 
Mathematice vacuæ, hath theſe words. That 
« God might give the greater ſanction to the firſt 
day of the week, as the day of the Chriſtian 
and Antemoſaical Sabbath, his chief appear- 
«* ances, and the moſt ſolemn acts of devotion, 
were performed on this day.” Mr. Bedford then 
enumerates a variety of the moſt remarkable cir- 
cumſtances recorded in Scripture, from the Goth 
year of Noah's life, to the feaſt for the dedica- 
tion of Solomon's Temple, proving that they 
happened on an original Sabbath; or, according 
to the manner of ſpeaking in this country, on a 
Sunday. That which is direct to my purpoſe, I 
{elect from his 5th Example, page 65. © When 
* the Iſraelites came out of Egypt they kept the 
* Paſſover on the fourteenth day of the firſt 
month in the ſpring. The following day, or 
* the firſt day after, Fain Sunday, there was an 
* holy Convocation; and the ſeventh day, or Sa- 
* turday, there was to be another holy Convvca- 
* tion, and then the Sabbath was altered from 
the firſt day (as in after-times it was called) of 
* the week to the ſeventh.” 
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The learned Mr, Joſeph Mede of Cambridge, 
in his diſcourſe on Ezek. xx. 20. page 95, faith, 
Certain I am, the Jews kept not that day (vir, 
Saturday) for a Sabbath till the raining af 
„ manna: and why might not their bot day of 
< reſt-be altered as well as the beginning of the C 
<< year was. I can ſee no reaſon why it might t 
not, nor find any reaſon to aſſure me it was 
< 0. 

That Mr. Mede's ſuſpicion was juſt, that the 
day was altered, appears, not only from what 


2 


® The above is but a partial quotation, With all re. 1. 
ſpectful deterence to the opinion of ſo learned a man as \r, 
Mede, after the moſt attentive peruſal of the intermediate part 
of the paragraph, which I have omitted, I cannot help think- 
ing that he was miſtaken. He ſays, * That day, which 2 
«© ſhould have been their Sabbath the week before, (viz. the 
« raining of manna) had they kept the day, which afterward 


© they kept, was the 15th of the ſecond month; on whick eat 
« day we read in Exod. xvi. that they marched a weariſcme <a, 
% march, and came at night into the wilderneſs of Sin, where tho 
4 they murmured for their poor entertainment, and wiſhed e 


« they had died in Egypt: that night the Lord ſent then 
« quails ; the next morning it rained manna, which was the 
4% 16th day, and /o fix days together,” which with ſubmiſſion yeat 
. doth not appear; for when it is ſaid, Exod. xvi. 22. and it inci 
came to paſs that on the Aixib day they gathered, &c. This 
is not referable to the number of days the manna had been 
rained, but to the day preceding their new Sabbath, which was of t 
the 18th of the month, and the 6th in order from the com- be a 
mandment for the feaſt of unleavened bread, as appears in tie 
table. Neither doth it appear, that on the 22d 44 the month 
no manna was rained, nor that they were commanded to keep 
the 22d of the ſecond month a Sabbath. He adds, Tie 
day of the month is never named, unleſs it be once. Numb. . T 
« x. 11. for any ſtation but this where the Sabbath was cr. 
« gained, otherwiſe it could not have been known that tt 
« day was ordained for a day of reſt, which before was none.” 
On turning to Numb. x. 11. I read, © And it came to pab not t. 
* on the zoth day of the ſecond month, in— THE $8c0"" nor vy. 
„ year—that the cloud,” &c, It was in the ſecond month the * 
the —rixsr year of the Exodus, that the manna began to be h 8 
rained, and not in the sEcOD year, ſo that I hunbiy think e d. 
Mr. Mede in referring to this verſe was miſtaken in a mo 8 no do 
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has been already produced, but alſo from a com- 
W pariſon of Exod. xx. 8, 9, 10, 11. with Deut. v. 
12, 13, 14, 15: In the former, the reaſon aſ- 
W ond for obſerving the Sabbath is, that it ſhould 
be a memorial of God's reſting from the work of 
Creation. In the latter as a memorial of God's 
| edeeming Iſrael out of the land of Egypt. To 
hich may be added, Deut. xvi. g. On this and 
he aforementioned paſſage in Exodus, I beg 
© Neave to introduce the obſervations of Mr. K X 
it WWuthor of 4 complete Syſtem of Scripture Chronology. 
- n page 647, he faith, 
te We read, Exod. xx, 9, 10. Six days Salt thou 
* labour and do all thy work, but the ſeventh day 
i. is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God, in it thou 
ich ſhalt not do any work. | 
the Deut. xvi. 8. The ſtyle is: ſix days thou ſbait 
ny eat unleavened bread, and in the ſeventh day there 
une all be an holy aſſembly unto the Lord thy God, 
here thou ſbalt do no work therein. | 
* This command ſeems to have been given in 
ae honour of the zew Sabbath; becauſe, in the 
iffon year of the Exodus, it was in aſtronomical co- 
nd incidence with the ſeventh day of the feaſt; and 
den on what day of the week ſoever the ſeventh day 
1 wa of the feaſt ſhould happen to fall, there was to 
; con- de an holy aſſembly. £072 
io ue “ It is written, Gen. ii. 3, God bleſſed the ſeventh 
ors day and ſantified it. But Exod xx. 11. we 
« The read, God bleſſed the Sabbath day and hallowed it. 
Nund. “ The reafons for ſubſtituting Sabbath day in- 
ſtead of ſeventh day, may be accounted for: it 
being evident, that the patriarchal Sabbath was 
not the ſeventh day to an Iſraelite but the firſt: 
nor was the 1/raehitic Sabbath the ſeventh day of 
the week to à patriarch, but the ſixth.” 
he deſign of the alteration of the Sabbath day, 
no doubt that it ſhould be a memorial of that 
people's 


22 
people's redemption from Egyptian bondage, 1 
e in ala of that ſpiritual and — te. 
demption to be effected for the family of God, h 
the Lord, Jehovah, taking fleſh. But though th 
Sabbath was thus changed, the memorial of cre 
tion, both of nature and grace, and the Reſt a 
each, were not to be forgotten; for it was 
pointed Exod. xii. 16. that in the firſt and in it 
laſt day of the feaſt of unleavened bread, then WW'©* 
ſhould be an holy convocation : beſides, the oh 
ginal Sabbath was republiſhed when the law wi 
delivered from mount Sinai. On which the li 
cited author obſerves—** This ſolemn republic ar 
tion of the original Sabbath from mount Sin 
e js a clear proof that it was not abrogated bit 
only ſuſpended for an appointed time, until p 
* figuration ſhould give way to reality; ſba * 
< to ſubſtance, and type to antitype. 2 
Having laid before you theſe authorities, wil f 
an intention to obviate objections, that my 
ariſe; I wiſh you to remark, how peculiarly i 
Chriſtian Sabbath or Sunday is noticed in the 
vitical law. Lev. xxiil. | 
The original firſt day of unleavened bread 
{as has been ſhewn) coincident with the day 
call Sunday ; on this day a holy convocation 
enjoined, and it has been obſerved ever ſince. 
2dly. The day appointed for preſenting | 
ſheaf of the firſt fruits was the morrow aftet 
Jewiſh Sabbath, fo on a Sunday, 
 3dly. The feaſt of Pentecoſt, or the con 
tion of the fifty days after preſenting the ſhed 
firſt fruits, was reckoned, not from the diſ 
the Jewiſt Sabbath, but from tbe morrow ff 
conſequently was on a Sunday. | 
4thly. In the iſt day of the ſeventh month (# 
a its firſt appointment, though after, by the ci 
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f the moon, it might fall on any other day) was 
the blowing of trumpets: this ordinance therefore, 
tits firſt inſtitution was primarily, on a Sunday. 


Of theſe levitical ordinances, it may not be a- 
iſs to add, that the feaſt of unleavened bread was 
gurative, iſt, Of Chriſt, in whom was no leave 

0 fin, 1 John iii. 5. 2dly, Of his redeem 

xcople; by him, their paſſover ſacrificed for them, 
ey, the whole body of believers, become un- 
avencd; their ſin being put away by his ſacrifice, 
2dly. That the ſheaf preſented was a type of 
hriſt the firſt fruits from the dead, who preſent- 
| himſelf and was accepted for the whole harveſt 
f believers, whb are ſanctified in him, is clear 
om 1 Cor. xv. 20, 23. that he aroſe on the very 
ay appointed in the levitical law is certain alſo, 
comparing Lev. xxiii. 11. with Matt. xxvill. - 


zdly. That the day of Pentecoſt, when the holy 
hoſt deſcended on the apoſtles, was the fiftieth 
from the reſurrection of Chriſt, and conſe- 
ently on a Sunday, every almanac will ſhew. 
Athly. That it was on this day (a Sunday) the 
dipel trumpet was firſt blown by the apoſtles, is 
dent from the 2d chapter of the Acts. From 
ich time to-this,-the-chureh has obſerved Sun- 
y as the Lord's day, 


Now, Sir, I think the points, which I under- 
dk to prove, have been fairly and moſt ſatis- 
orily demonſtrated. 

iſt, That the Lord's day, commonly called 
day, is the ſeventh day Sabbath current from 
creation, becauſe coincident with the Sabbath 
ſerved by the patriarchs; therefore, 
pdly. That the preſent Jews and ſeventh · day 
1 do not keep the original ſeventh day Sabbath, 
the ſixth, So, 3dly. 
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of creation and redemption; therefore, if yl 


14 1 
©" 2dly. That Saturday is not che ſeventh wry 
rotation from the beginning; but, 


- qthly. That Sunday is the ſeventh day in rev 


cor from the creation of the world, and the 
Lord's day, when he ceaſed both from the wil 


rſiſt in obſerving Saturday as the Lord's d 
eing the whole ceremonial law has been i h 
and the ſhadow given place to the ſubſtante, 


are and will be a CM of ay fourth a "0 
mandment. 


4 The Iſraelitic temporary Sabbath ted g | 
vas buried in the ſepulchre of Chriſt, for, 
© that whole day he reſted in the grave; and, 
« this, its typical ſenſe was accompliſhed, Atl 
« refurrection the primitive Sabbath moſt gil 
< ouſly and triumphantly reaſſumed its orig 
« ſtation; and its ancient obſervance was rer 
« in the practice of the apoſtles and the wi 
<< body of Clinftians.” Ben 1 


1 


That what I hive written may be accompgil 
ou God's bleſſing, is the fervent pred hy 


Yu fiend well-iſher. 211170 
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